The White Elephant

to lodge in it the soul of a future Buddha, not the next Saviour,
but one to come in the remote future, when the soul, through
countless migrations, had worked its way upwards to enlighten-
ment. This belief was founded on the fact recorded in the Bud-
dhist classics that the last Buddha had in previous incarnations
been a White Elephant.

Finally, the White Elephant was not strictly speaking white at
all, but an albino with pink and yellow eyes, a pale-brick shade of
skin, white-edged ears and white-tipped trunk, five white hind
toe-nails, and russet hair.

159